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2015 Volunteer of the Year  
Honoring School Volunteers from Across the State 

The Associated Professional Educators of Louisiana (A+PEL) announces that its 2015 Volunteer of the 
Year Ceremony will be held on June 9, 2015 at the Governor’s Mansion in Baton Rouge. Thirty-eight 
former educators, parents, grandparents, and mentors from twenty-six parishes will be recognized for their 
dedication to both students and teachers in Louisiana’s schools.   
 
These thirty-eight volunteers were selected by teachers throughout the state.  They were nominated by 
members of A+PEL, a nonprofit professional education association committed to advancing teachers as 
career professionals.  By focusing on professional development, teacher advocacy, and excellence in 
education, A+PEL works tirelessly to empower Louisiana’s youth for future success. 
 
Flora Donald will be recognized as St. James Parish’s Volunteer of the Year for her volunteer work at Sixth 
Ward Elementary, Vacherie, and West St. John Elementary.  She became involved in volunteerism at Sixth 
Ward through a program called “Retired and Senior Volunteer Program” which requires volunteers to enroll 
with the RSVP office and turn in time sheets documenting weekly service efforts.  Mrs. Donald’s 
volunteering includes running off papers, preparing instructional materials needed for the day, monitoring 
and administering assessment to students with special accommodations, tutoring small groups of students 
struggling academically, facilitating weekly snack sales and covering classrooms for professional 
developments. 
 
Mrs. Donald most memorable incident as a school volunteer was the day a fourth grade student came to her 
and told her how much she loved her. The student explained that through Mrs. Donald’s tutoring efforts, she 
was able to pass the LEAP/iLEAP test and didn’t have to attend summer school.  The student earned a trip 
to Disney World with her family that summer.  The student was proud of her success and so was Mrs. 
Donald.  Mrs. Donald states, “Volunteering at Sixth Ward Elementary allows me to have a purposed filled 
life.  My passion is to educate children and being able to volunteer at this school helps me to fulfill that 
passion.  I believe that each day I volunteer, I am carrying out God’s plan and fulfilling his will by helping 
each student at Sixth Ward Elementary reach their fullest potential in life.  No matter where I am in life, I 
will continue to volunteer and instill this belief in my family as well.” 
 
Mrs. Donald is married to John L. Donald, Jr. and is the proud parent of two sons, John L. Donald, III, and 
Dr. Dudne A. Donald. Mrs. Donald was a classroom teacher for 33 years until her retirement in 1990 from 
St. John the Baptist School System 
 
Mrs. Donald will be awarded with a plaque of recognition and appreciation. All guests will enjoy a 
reception with their family members, teachers, administrators, politicians, and A+PEL Directors/Board 
Members. 
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